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MICHIGAN TEST FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION (MTTC)

TEST OBJECTIVES
FIELD 054:  HUMANITIES

Subarea
Approximate Percentage

of Questions on Test
The Historical Context
Visual and Performing Arts
Literature
Philosophy and Religion

24%
28%
28%
20%

THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Understand historical thought.
Includes key historical terms and concepts; specialized fields of historical
study; and major historians and historical works of the ancient and modern
world, including U.S. historians.

Understand early civilizations.
Includes the major social and economic developments that distinguish
early civilizations from prehistoric cultures; and the origins, characteristics,
accomplishments, and contributions of the early civilizations of Egypt,
Mesopotamia, India, and China.

Understand the ancient Mediterranean world.
Includes the major figures, events, and characteristics of Greece and Rome;
the contributions of Phoenicia, Persia, and Carthage to the ancient
Mediterranean world; and the impact of Christianity on classical civilization.

Understand the development of world civilizations from A.D. 500 to A.D. 1450.
Includes major developments in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas, such
as the achievements of the Byzantine and Moslem empires; the development
of medieval Europe; the evolution of Chinese society during the Tang and
Sung dynasties; and the emergence of the great kingdoms of sub-Saharan
Africa.

Understand issues and developments in world history from 1450 to 1750.
Includes major developments in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas, such
as the Renaissance and Reformation; the rise of the Ottoman Empire; the
flowering of Aztec and Incan civilization; and the impact of the Scientific
Revolution and the European Enlightenment.
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Understand issues and developments in world history from 1750 to 1900.
Includes major developments in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas, such
as the Democratic and Industrial revolutions; the evolution of European
imperialism; and the experiences of Asian and African peoples during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Understand issues and developments in world history during the first half of
the twentieth century.

Includes major developments in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas, such
as the origins and consequences of global conflict; the causes and effects of
the Great Depression; and major issues and developments in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America.

Understand the contemporary world.
Includes major world social and cultural movements, economic trends,
scientific and environmental issues, and geopolitical developments since
1945, such as the origins and events of the Cold War; the breakup of
European colonial empires; the emergence of technological society; and
the globalization of world culture.

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS

Understand principles and elements of the visual and performing arts.
Includes knowledge of composition and design in two- and three-dimensional
works of art; characteristics and techniques of theatrical, musical, and dance
traditions; and the ways in which combinations of elements contribute to the
expressive quality and overall effect of visual and performing arts from
around the world.

Understand the arts of the prehistoric period.
Includes major types and characteristics of art of Africa, Asia, Europe, and
the Americas; and the ways in which the arts reflect cultural factors and
perform social functions in the human communities of the prehistoric period.

Understand the arts of the ancient period.
Includes major types and characteristics of art from the four early river valley
civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, and China; and the ways in which
the arts reflect cultural factors, perform social functions, and embody the
aesthetic values of ancient societies.
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Understand the arts of the classical period in the Mediterranean region.
Includes major types, characteristics, and styles of the visual and performing
arts of the Greek, Hellenistic, and Roman civilizations; and the ways in which
the arts reflect cultural factors, perform social functions, and embody the
aesthetic values of classical societies.

Understand the arts of medieval and Renaissance Europe.
Includes major types, characteristics, and styles of the visual and performing
arts of Europe from A.D. 500 to A.D. 1600; and the ways in which the arts
reflect cultural factors, perform social functions, and embody the aesthetic
values of the medieval and Renaissance periods.

Understand the arts of the Islamic world.
Includes major types and characteristics of the visual and performing arts of
Islamic North Africa, Europe, and Asia; and the ways in which the arts reflect
cultural factors, perform social functions, and embody the aesthetic values of
Islamic societies.

Understand the arts of sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas.
Includes major types and characteristics of the visual and performing
arts of sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas before the introduction of
European artistic forms; and the ways in which the arts reflect cultural
factors, perform social functions, and embody the aesthetic values of sub-
Saharan African and Native American societies.

Understand the arts of Asia and Oceania.
Includes major types and characteristics of the visual and performing arts of
India, China, Japan, Southeast Asia, and Oceania; and the ways in which the
arts reflect cultural factors, perform social functions, and embody the
aesthetic values of these societies.

Understand Western arts from 1600 to 1800.
Includes major types, characteristics, and styles of the visual and performing
arts of Europe and the Americas; and the ways in which the arts reflect
cultural factors, perform social functions, and embody the aesthetic values
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in Europe and the Americas.

Understand Western arts from 1800 to the present.
Includes major types, characteristics, styles, and movements in the visual
and performing arts of Europe and the Americas; the influence of new
technologies (e.g., photography, film, computers) on the arts; and the ways in
which the arts reflect cultural factors, perform social functions, and embody
the aesthetic values of modern Western civilization.
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LITERATURE

Understand major literary genres.
Includes characteristics of significant genres of narrative and lyric poetry,
prose fiction and nonfiction, and drama (e.g., heroic epic, haiku, folk tale,
realistic novel, autobiography, classical tragedy, Noh play).

Understand the literature of early world civilizations.
Includes the content and form of major surviving texts produced
by the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, India and China
(e.g., Gilgamesh, the Book of the Dead, the Bhagavad-Gita, the
Shih Ching); and the ways in which literature reflects the historical
experiences and cultural values of these societies.

Understand the literature of the ancient Greek and Roman civilizations.
Includes major types and characteristics of the literature of the Mediterranean
region from the Homeric Age to A.D. 500, and the ways in which literature
reflects the historical experiences and cultural values of these civilizations.

Understand world literature from A.D. 500 to A.D. 1450.
Includes major types and characteristics of the literature of medieval Europe,
the Byzantine and Islamic worlds, and East Asia; and the ways in which
literature reflects the historical experiences and cultural values of that era.

Understand world literature from 1450 to 1620.
Includes major types and characteristics of the literature of Renaissance
Europe, the Islamic world, and East Asia; and the ways in which literature
reflects the historical experiences and cultural values of that era.

Understand world literature from 1620 to 1800.
Includes major types and characteristics of world literature from the early
seventeenth century to the late eighteenth century (e.g., Neoclassical drama,
prose and verse satire, early African slave narratives); and the ways in which
literature reflects the historical experiences and cultural values of the
societies of that era.
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Understand world literature from 1800 to 1900.
Includes major types and characteristics of world literature from the late
eighteenth century through the nineteenth century; literary movements such
as Romanticism, Realism, and Symbolism; and the ways in which literature
reflects the historical experiences and cultural values of the societies of that
era.

Understand the literature of the early twentieth century.
Includes major types and characteristics of world literature from the
beginning of the twentieth century through the end of World War II; and
the ways in which literature reflects the historical experiences and cultural
values of the twentieth century.

Understand contemporary world literature.
Includes major types and characteristics of world literature produced since
World War II, such as writings associated with the breakup of European
colonial empires; and the ways in which literature reflects the historical
experiences and cultural values of the modern world.

PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION

Understand the nature of philosophic thought and religious theology.
Includes key terms and concepts used in philosophy and religion; the types
of questions that philosophers and theologians address; and the methods of
philosophical argument and theological inquiry.

Understand the philosophic and religious thought of early civilizations.
Includes significant figures, major ideas, and important systems of
philosophic and religious thought that emerged among the civilizations
of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, and China; and the ways in which
philosophy and religion reflect the historical experience and cultural values
of these civilizations.

Understand the traditional religions of sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas.
Includes the spiritual beliefs and ethical value systems of the peoples of sub-
Saharan Africa and the Americas before the introduction of European
religions; and the ways in which the traditional religions of Africa and
the Americas reflect the historical experience and cultural values of the
civilizations of these regions.
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Understand the philosophic and religious thought of the ancient Mediterranean
world.

Includes significant figures, major ideas, and important systems of
philosophic and religious thought of Greek, Hellenistic, and Roman
civilizations; (e.g., Socrates, Platonic Idealism, Stoicism, Christianity);
and the ways in which philosophy and religion reflect the historical
experience and cultural values of classical societies.

Understand philosophic and religious thought from A.D. 500 to A.D. 1450.
Includes significant figures, major ideas, and important systems of
philosophic and religious thought in Europe, Asia, and North Africa
(e.g., Scholasticism, Islam, Zen Buddhism, Maimonides); and the ways
in which philosophy and religion reflect the historical experience and cultural
values of the civilizations of that period.

Understand philosophic and religious thought from 1450 to 1800.
Includes significant figures, major ideas, and important systems of
philosophic and religious thought from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century
(e.g., Humanism, Protestantism, Kant, Rationalism); and the ways in which
philosophy and religion reflect the historical experience and cultural values of
that period.

Understand philosophic and religious thought from 1800 to the present.
Includes significant figures, major ideas, and important systems of
philosophic and religious thought during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries (e.g., Idealism, Marxism, Existentialism, Logical Positivism)
and the ways in which philosophy and religion reflect the historical
experience and cultural values of the modern world.


